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Medicare

Understanding Medicare

What is Medicare?
A federal health insurance program for people
aged 65 or older, and certain younger people
with disabilities or specific medical conditions.

Medicare Parts Overview

Medicare Part A (Hospital Insurance)
Covers inpatient hospital stays, care in a skilled
nursing facility, hospice care, and some home
health care.

Medicare Part B (Medical Insurance)
Covers certain doctors' services, outpatient
care, medical supplies, and preventive services.
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Medicare Part C (Medicare Advantage)

An alternative to Original Medicare (Parts A &
B) offered by private insurance companies.
Often includes Part D, vision, dental, and
hearing coverage.
Medicare Part D (Prescription Drug Coverage)
Helps cover the cost of prescription drugs.

When to Enroll in Medicare

Initial Enrollment Period (IEP)
Begins three months before your 65th
birthday, includes your birthday month, and
ends three months after.
Special Enrollment Period (SEP)
If you delay enrollment due to other creditable
coverage, such as an employer-sponsored plan,
you may qualify for a SEP.
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General Enrollment Period (GEP)
If you missed the IEP, you can enroll between
January 1 and March 31 each year, but you may
face penalties.

Common Medicare Terms
Premiums – Monthly amount you pay for
coverage.
Deductibles – What you pay out of pocket before
coverage starts.
Co-payments and Coinsurance – Your share of
the costs for covered services.

 What Does Medicare Cover?
Preventive services like screenings and vaccines.
Doctor visits and outpatient care.
Hospital stays and skilled nursing care.
Prescription medications (with Part D or
Medicare Advantage).
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If you have Original Medicare (Part A and/or Part
B), log into your secure Medicare account to see
a personalized list of current and upcoming
preventive services. If you don't already have an
account, it's free — and easy — to sign up. Scan
the below QR code with your phone’s camera to
sign up, or to create an account.

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.medicare.gov%2Faccount%2Flogin%3Futm_campaign=20250108_vac_prv_gal_v1%26utm_content=english%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019446d722d9-4f1c6052-7ba2-4dc8-aebe-65ab8cdfde29-000000/5yUEn438zWAGMqO78PqOxDcoBArkT9W631tlPUSYNRI=387
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.medicare.gov%2Faccount%2Flogin%3Futm_campaign=20250108_vac_prv_gal_v1%26utm_content=english%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/0100019446d722d9-4f1c6052-7ba2-4dc8-aebe-65ab8cdfde29-000000/35E-9Um4mtAFhjUVscZA6xPajcNKCqIRtz-gksmmUBY=387

